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20 August 2003

Dear Sir/Madam,

The United Nations is organizing the 1st World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), to be held in Geneva, Switzerland in December 10-12. The Summit aims to draw synergies from all stakeholders in turning the digital divide to digital opportunities for everyone. The main theme of the Summit will revolve around making use of information and communication technologies (ICTs) for achieving sustainable development and cross-cutting issues such as e-learning, access to and applications of ICTs, communication rights, cyber-security and community media.

Young people are central to the Information Society and social entreprenuers. From web development to information access and distance education, we are growing up with the latest technologies – and extending them, providing innovative solutions to global challenges. Clearly, if the WSIS is to effect real change, it must involve youth - not just in implementation, but also in decision-making.

Our organization, being active in the WSIS process, is spearheading the national WSIS youth campaign with the theme “Realizing the Potential of Youth to Create Digital Opportunities”. In partnership with the Youth Creating Digital Opportunities Network (www.ycdo.net) and the Asian Development Bank, we are convening the 1st Philippine Youth Consultative Meeting on WSIS on September 8, 2003 at ADB Headquarters. Targeted participants to the Consultative Meeting are youth engaged or interested in ICT for Development (ICT4D), young ICT entrepreneurs, policy makers and leaders. From September to December 2003, a series of Youth@WSIS exhibitions in at least five (5) major universities in the National Capital Region and, possibly, in leading learning institutions in the Visayas and Mindanao is planned.

This youth initiative is a framework strategy to nurture, promote and organize young people nationwide on ICTs for development and knowledge networking for empowerment. Secondly, the initiative, fully led by young people themselves, will facilitate youth-led advocacy and participation in policy processes around the information society. The project will mobilize Philippine youth around the WSIS, establish a national structure to facilitate their engagement and produce a platform on the Information Society reflecting their perspectives. 

In this regard, we are very pleased to invite you or your organization to send in a representative to this Meeting. Attached herewith are a brief backgrounder on WSIS and Meeting theme and the provisional agenda and programme. An e-group will be set up to facilitate early discussions on the Youth Consultative Meeting Declaration and Plan of Action, thematic presentations and partnership-building strategies.

We look forward to your participation.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

Robert A. Sagun (signed)

President, Young Volunteers for Sustainable Development

Youth Caucus Alternate Representative, WSIS Civil Society Bureau (www.geneva2003.org)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

YVSD Secretariat: 51 Linggo St., Landcom Village, V. Mapa, Sta. Mesa, Manila

Contact No.: 09162214469   Email: yvsd@asia.com
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Executive Summary

The Youth Consultative Meeting aims to strengthen the involvement of young people from the Philippines to the background work leading to the United Nations World Summit on the Information Society (UN WSIS), to be held in Geneva, Switzerland in December 10-12, 2003. The Meeting is organized by the Young Volunteers for Sustainable Development in partnership with the Youth Creating Digital Opportunities Network (www.ycdo.net) and Asian Development Bank.

This youth initiative is a framework strategy to nurture, promote and organize young people nationwide on matters of Information and Communications Technologies (ICTs) and Knowledge for Development. Secondly, the initiative, fully led by young people themselves, will facilitate youth-led advocacy and participation in policy processes around the information society.

The Meeting will mobilize Philippine youth around the WSIS, establish a national structure to facilitate their engagement and produce a platform on the Information Society reflecting their perspectives. Deliverables include a Philippine Youth Vision, Declaration and Plan of Action as official Philippine youth statement and input to the WSIS Global Youth Caucus position as well as a vibrant network of youth leaders involved in information society issues. The statement will be presented to various stakeholders from the government, private sector, international development organizations and civil society, especially to youth communities. Likewise, the network will lobby to the members of the Philippine delegation to WSIS for the inclusion of these youth concerns to the official country position. The Meeting builds the capacity of young people in the Philippines to articulate policy on ICT for development issues and will provide ongoing benefits for the country.

1) Background

a. Realizing the potential of youth to create digital opportunities

In the global information society, young people (age 16-24) are often the leading innovators in the use and spread of information and communication technologies (ICTs). Young people are the most avid consumers of technology and a driving force behind technological innovation and entrepreneurship. Therefore, youth are active participants in the Summit's process, and critical to its implementation. Increasingly, youth are adapting and using these technologies (including, for example, telephone, fax, radio, television, film, computers and the Internet) to meet local information and communication needs.

If there were ever an area where young people were the leaders not only of the future, but also of today, it is the emerging information society. From web development to information access, we are growing up with the latest technologies – and extending them, providing innovative solutions to global challenges. Clearly, if the World Summit on the Information Society is to effect real change, it must involve us - not just in implementation, but also in decision-making.

Yet while young people have often been recognized as stakeholders in UN processes, rarely has their voice actually been heard, or their participation been effective. Too often input has been ad-hoc and last minute. At best, youth have made tangible contributions to some policy processes, but failed to capitalize on such processes to initiate new concrete action.

The WSIS Philippine Youth Caucus hopes to build on the successes and lessons learnt from previous youth involvement in policy processes – from the Rio Earth Summit, to the World Summit on Sustainable Development, the Special Session on Children to Habitat to ensure the agenda of the WSIS reflects the priorities of those who will live with its decisions, and that the process catalyses support for concrete youth action. 

This strategic plan provides a road-map for action for young people and youth organizations active in the process. Not only does it help guide consistency with actions, but it helps explain how the process will work for young people – a necessity in a process that young people will join at different moments and for different reasons. 

b. The World Summit on the Information Society

The 1st World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) will be held in Geneva, in December 2003, organized by the United Nations. It seeks to provide a framework for governments, non-government organizations and associations, companies and others to address the following question: What values and actions do we embrace to ensure that the Information Society becomes a vehicle for democracy, justice, equality, and respect for personal and social development?

Key themes are likely to be infrastructure, access, applications, cultural diversity, ethics, training, intellectual property, freedom of expression, and the role of ICTs in education (teachers, learners and content) and employment.

In the lead-up to the Summit there will be a significant process of “preparation”. In three global Preparatory Committee conferences (PrepComs), each likely to involve more than 1000 people, the world community will first set an agenda for the Summit and then prepare concrete projects, declarations, and resolutions to be officially launched in December 2003.  The WSIS PrepComs will bring forward many of the best ideas being advocated at regional WSIS meetings as well as through other ICT forums, working groups, and consultations (e.g. United Nations ICT Taskforce, G8 Digital Opportunities Taskforce, African Information Society Initiative).  A second Summit has been scheduled for 2005 to measure progress and to renew the global commitment to bridging the digital divide.

It is expected that at the Summit in 2003, countries will agree to accept two documents. First, they will agree to a “Declaration of Principles”. This is likely to be a statement describing their vision for the information society – basically how communications technologies can help people, and what their goal is (for example, it might be to connect everyone to the Internet by 2020). Second, they will agree to an “Action Plan” that will spell out more specifics on how they will achieve their goals. 

Table 1: Timeline of the process

	25 – 30 May 2002

Bamako, Mali
	African Regional Meeting

	1-5 July 2002

Geneva, Switzerland
	Global Preparatory Committee 1

	7-9 November 2002

Bucharest, Romania
	European Regional Meeting

	13-15 January 2003

Tokyo, Japan
	Asian Regional Meeting

	27-30 January 2003

Dominican Republic
	Latin American Regional Meeting

	15-28 February 2003 

Geneva
	Global Preparatory Committee 2

	15-26 September 2003

Geneva
	Global Preparatory Committee 3

	10 – 12 December 2003

Geneva
	The Summit


2) Provisional Agenda and Programme

The Meeting envisions to 

a.) strengthen the mobilization of young people from the Philippines around the WSIS process via awareness-raising campaigns on information society and ICT4D issues and outreach to youth networks,

b.) cultivate the establishment of a country structure, strategy and platform for youth participation and engagement on WSIS and beyond, and

c.) draw synergies among youth organizations to lead ICT4D projects through multistakeholder partnerships.

Participants will be active young people engaged in ICT4D issues for example running radio programs, open source software projects, computer recycling projects, access centers, or small ICT businesses. Aside from these young ICT entrepreneurs, youth leaders and young ICT policy-makers will also invited.

Invited resource speaker are active in the WSIS process and experts on ICT4D. Participants will be presented with a briefer on the WSIS process and agenda and Philippine stakeholder positions on the information society. 

Table 2: Draft Programme

	Date
	Time
	Activity and Sessions

	8 Sept
	12:30-1 pm
	Registration

	
	1-1:30
	Welcome Remarks and Reading of Meeting Agenda

   Asian Development Bank

   1 Project Partner

   YVSD 

	
	1:30-2
	Backgrounder on WSIS (YVSD)

Global Knowledge Partnership (via videoconference or local GKP partner)

YCDO Network (YVSD)

	
	2-3:30
	Philippine Stakeholder Issues on the Information Society

a. YVSD (on IS youth perspectives)

b. FMA (on communication rights in the IS)

c. APC (on gender equality)

d. ITECC/DOTC-NTC (on Philippine WSIS position)

e. Digital Philippines (on e-governance and e-commerce)

f.  ADB (on regional and global ICT4D initiatives)

	
	3:30-3:45
	Break and Networking

	
	3:45-4:15
	Open Forum 

	
	4:15-5:15
	Drafting and Adoption of Consultative Meeting Statement and Plan of Action and Presentation to PrepCom3 Philippine Delegation Head

	
	5:15-5:40
	Closing Speech (YVSD)

Photo-session and Sending-off


Organization Profile

Young Volunteers for Sustainable Development (YVSD) is a growing network of young people and youth communities working towards the mainstreaming and localization of sustainable development through volunteerism and local community action in the Philippines. Established in September 2002 by a group of University of the Philippines (Diliman) students and young professionals, YVSD serves as a unifying platform for young people to make a contribution towards post-World Summit on Sustainable Development follow-up work.

YVSD programs and activities are people- and partnership-based with development impact. Current initiatives include (1) spearheading youth discussions on the role of information and communications technology in achieving sustainable development as input to the upcoming World Summit on the Information Society; (2) Sustainable Development Lecture/Forum Series as a post-WSSD youth empowerment project covering topics such as the UN Millennium Declaration Goals, the Earth Charter, sustainable consumption and cleaner production; (3) facilitating youth dialogue on sustainable forest management and urban settlements as contribution to the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and proposed UN Habitat Youth Advisory Council, respectively; and serving as Global Coordinator of the Global Youth Initiative on Sustainable Consumption, a network of youth organizations and individuals from 26 countries advocating responsible consumption and nurturing a culture of ethical lifestyle among young people and professionals. 

YVSD’s involvement on freshwater issues include leading youth discussions on sustainable water management as input to the 3rd World Water Forum and coordinating with the Youth Water Action Team for future collaborative partnerships. Interestingly, the 2003 International Year of Freshwater Secretariat of the UNESCO Division of Water Sciences has designated YVSD to serve as the National Focal Point for Youth in the Philippines.

The organization has recently participated in two international youth summits, namely the UNEP 2002 Global Youth Forum in Arhus, Denmark and United World Colleges’ Youth Action Summit 2002 in Utrecth, the Netherlands, in preparation for the WSSD.

YVSD is likewise active on youth engagement around the UN World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), especially on the issue of ICT (information and communications technologies) for Development (ICT4D). In the Philippines, it is presently spearheading the development of a national youth platform and strategy, through a national youth dialogue supported by the Asian Development Bank on November 2003, to strengthen Philippine youth participation to WSIS. The Center for Global Communications of the International University of Japan granted a fellowship to Mr. Robert Sagun, YVSD President, to deliver a speech on “Asian Youth Perspectives and Concerns on the Information Society” last January 2003 during the NGO Panel of the Asia-Pacific WSIS Regional Conference in Tokyo, Japan. Accordingly, the International Development Research Center (IDRC) and International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD), both based in Canada, extended a similar grant for YVSD’s participation to the 2nd WSIS Preparatory Committee Meeting in Geneva, Switzerland on February 2003. YVSD is an active member of the Youth Creating Digital Opportunities Network (YCDO Network – www.ycdo.net), WSIS Youth Caucus and the Asian Civil Society Caucus.
